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Ahab & Naboth’s Vineyard (1 Kings 21)
Main Point: God is perfectly loving and perfectly just.
Key Verse: I am the Lord God. I am merciful and very patient with My people. I show great love, and I can be trusted. I keep My promises to My people forever, but I also punish anyone who sins. – Exodus 34:6b-7a CEV
Materials: A sheet of paper and pencil for each student.

Hands on Application:

· Say: In our lesson just now, we saw how God is, at the same time, perfectly loving and perfectly just. Do you know what it means to be both perfectly loving and just? Let’s say that you really wanted to go to the movies. Your parents also said you had to clean your room by 4:00. You decide to put off cleaning your room, 4:00 comes, and you have not even started on your room! If your parents were both loving and just, they might react by letting you go to the movies that night, but making you clean your room and making you do the dishes the next day. Your parents would be loving by letting you go after you disobeyed them, but they would also be just when they punished you by making you do the dishes in addition to cleaning your room. Of course, this is not a perfect example because no human is perfect and so cannot be perfectly loving or just. But God IS perfectly loving AND just. Let’s look at some examples of God being loving and just. I’ll read an example, and you write down whether it was an example of God’s love or His justice or both. Pass out papers and pencils, and then read examples aloud. Have students write whether the example showed God’s love, justice, or both. After each example, ask the students what they think and make sure they have it right. 
Group Discussion:

· Say: Wow! Those were some pretty powerful examples of God’s perfect love and perfect justice. And the most amazing part is that God is always loving and just at the same time. He is not loving some days and just the other days. His love and justice never contradict each other. Can I get a volunteer to look up and read Exodus 34:6-7? Choose a volunteer and have them read the verse. That verse says it all! God always shows us His great love, but He always punishes people who sin.

· Say: There is one example of God’s love and justice that I did not mention earlier. This example is the greatest and most powerful of all. Do you know what it is? God sending His son Jesus! Of course! God sending Jesus is the best example we have of God’s perfect love and perfect justice happening at the same time. You all know that everyone is sinful (Romans 3:23). Because of this, God had to punish the people, since He is perfectly just. However, He also had immense, perfect love for the world. So, in order to fulfill His perfect love and justice, God sent Jesus to take our punishment for us. When Jesus took our place on the cross, God’s justice was satisfied. But because it was Jesus who was punished instead of us, God showed His perfect love for us. God is truly amazing!

Pray that your children will never forget God’s perfect love or His perfect justice and thank Him every day for being so loving. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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God saves Lot and his family before He destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18 -19). Both God’s love and justice.
God did not destroy Nineveh after its people repented (Jonah 3:10). God’s love.
God wiped out mankind with a flood after they had become extremely wicked (Genesis 6-7). God’s justice.

God did not allow the Israelites into the Promised Land because they thought they did not trust Him (Numbers 14). God’s justice.
God brought the Israelite people out of slavery in Egypt (Exodus 12). God’s love.









